
December 14, 2016 

 

This is the last edition of Winton Woods Today for 2016.  The Communications Department 

wishes you and yours a very safe and happy holiday season!  

 

Students from Winton Woods 

High School recently enjoyed 

sunsets, sightseeing, and 

gondola rides while traveling 

through Italy as part of a 

school-sponsored trip in 

November. Josh Amstutz, 

coordinator for the Academy 

of Global Studies at the high 

school, 13 students and seven 

chaperones traveled from 

November 2-9, seeing 

Florence, Rome, Venice, 

Vatican City and the Italian 

Riviera. 

The group went shopping, took 

new forms of transportation 

like high-speed trains, ate lots of pizza and tried new foods like gnocchi and tiramisu. They 

learned that it’s rude to ask for changes to your meal at a restaurant, and that dinner can last for 

three hours. To their disappointment, they discovered that photos aren’t allowed to be taken in 

the Sistine Chapel. A visit to the Lorenzo de'Medici University and Academic Programs 

International (API) introduced the group to the logistics of studying abroad at the university and 

to experiencing Italian culture and housing.   



“The kids sincerely enjoyed the experience and wanted to share what great opportunities our 

school offers them,” said Amstutz. Seniors Karen Sanchez and Andie Lariccia, who are both 

Catholic, said a highlight of the trip was seeing Vatican City and connecting to that part of their 

heritage.  

While in Italy, the group had a chance encounter with Italian President Sergio Mattarella. They 

also traveled to the Carrara Mountains, where marble has been mined for over 2000 years and 

where the marble was taken for Michelangelo's “David.”   

“I liked seeing another part of the world and appreciate the opportunities we have here at Winton 

Woods,” said Sanchez.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown in the town of Colonnata, outside the Carrara Mountains, are (front, 

l-r) Princess Dyer, Charity Sims, Geralyn Smith, Betty Miller, Ravyn Ramsey, Will Simpson, 

Karen Sanchez, Maddy Meza Figueroa; (back, l-r) Andie Lariccia, Shelbi Arens, Maddie Kelly, 

Jack Schramm, Nick Behrendt. Photo by Josh Amstutz.  

 

Members of Winton Woods High 

School’s premiere women’s choir, 

Belle Voce, sang at the December 

board of education meeting. The group 

performed “Silent Night,” “Deck the 

Halls” and “Patapan.” Shown are (l-r) 

Angel Higginbottom playing guitar, 

Stephanie Thompson, Dolly Tubbs, 

Tia Byrd, Jasmine Reed, Jordan 

Braswell, Shawndale Arrington, Grace 

Epani, Whitney Byrd, Eliana Washam 

and Zariah Sims. The group is being 

conducted by Associate Director of 

Choirs Beth Miller.  

 

 

Winton Woods Elementary School’s Gifted Enrichment class got in the holiday spirit of giving 

by sponsoring a food drive to benefit S.O.U.L. Ministries. “We counted the items today, and the 

students collected over 2000 items,” said Julie Newcomer, the school’s gifted intervention 

specialist. “My husband and I will deliver the food to S.O.U.L. Ministries next week.” 

 

 



 

Even as a freshman, Matthew 

Bernardo is having a big impact inside 

and outside of the classroom at Winton 

Woods High School. “Matthew is a 

Winton Woods Warrior in the truest 

sense of the word,” said Guidance 

Counselor Brad Tash. “He’s 

maintained straight A’s since he has 

entered high school, yet he’s 

extremely humble about his 

achievements, never bragging or 

putting others down. Instead he is a 

natural leader, helping and 

encouraging others with high energy 

and a positive attitude. He often takes 

the lead in group projects, and his 

teachers say he does a great job.” Bernardo was honored as the district’s Kiwanis-Gold Star 

Student of the Month for December.   

 

Tash said his first interaction with Bernardo occurred because of a scheduling conflict. “Due to 

his demanding honors schedule, Chinese 2 was unable to fit in his schedule,” Tash explained. 

“The principal recommended he go into a class with older Chinese 3 students, but I wasn’t sure 

how Matthew would respond to that. I was pleasantly surprised when Matthew not only was 

okay moving into a class of all older students, but he welcomed the challenge, and is now a top 

student in that class.”   

 

Bernardo is also involved in the Academic Quiz Team, the World Quest Team, Marching and 

Concert bands, and was part of the stage crew for the fall play. Outside of school, he’s a member 

of the Northern Hills Bassoon Ensemble. He is also a former Carson Scholar and has entered the 

competition again this year. The organization was founded in 1994 by world-renowned pediatric 

neurosurgeon Dr. Ben Carson and his wife, Candy, and seeks to combat the American education 

crisis by discovering promise and rewarding excellence in our nation’s youth. 

 

“I look forward to having Matthew with us for the next four years as he leads his peers into the 

next chapter of their lives,” said Tash. 

 

PHOTO CAPTION: Matthew Bernardo, Winton Woods’ Kiwanis-Gold Star Student of the 

Month for December, is shown with (l-r) his parents Ricardo and Normidia Bernardo, Board 

President Jessica Miranda and Greenhills-Forest Park Kiwanis Club President Ann Akeson.  
 



Ivanna Perry-Ross is known as a student who looks out for others in her classroom and assists 

them without being asked. The sixth grader from Winton Woods Intermediate School was 

honored at the December board of 

education meeting with the Kiwanis 

Character is Key award for caring.   

“In the years that I’ve known Ivanna, 

she’s always been a very caring and 

compassionate person,” said WWIS 

Principal Jeremy Day. “Ivanna is a star 

Warrior,” said her teacher Theresa 

Mitchell. “She comes to school every 

day ready to do her best work and is a 

leader for her peers in the classroom. 

She has made great strides in her 

academic and social skills.” 

Perry-Ross also participates in several 

extracurricular activities including 

Sprinters Club, Unity Club, and the Warriors for the Cause basketball game.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Ivanna Perry-Ross, honored with the Kiwanis Character is Key award for 

caring, is shown with (l-r) her mom, Darlene Ross, Board President Jessica Miranda and 

Greenhills-Forest Park Kiwanis Club President Ann Akeson.    

 

Winton Woods City Schools presented its December Community Spirit Award to Greenhills 

Children’s Librarian Amy Charley at 

the December 12 meeting. “Imagine 

being able to light up the faces of 

students the minute you walk into a 

classroom,” said Superintendent 

Anthony G. Smith in his award 

presentation. “That’s what happens 

when Amy Charley visits our Wee 

Warriors at Winton Woods Primary 

North and South. The students know 

that Ms. Charley will introduce them 

to new people, help them visit new 

places and teach them about our 

world—all through the books she 

brings to read.”   

For more than five years, Charley 

has visited classrooms and stopped 

by at the end of the school year to promote reading through the library’s summer reading 

program. “As educators, we are grateful for the additional support that this program provides for 

our students when school is not in session,” said Smith.  



Charley also helps school librarians coordinate their teacher collections through the Public 

Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County and has arranged for free author visits. “Our primary 

school librarians, principals and classroom teachers all expressed their happiness that Ms. 

Charley was receiving this award,” said Smith. “The time she spends with our students has a 

wonderful impact on their learning and their imaginations.”   

PHOTO CAPTION: Greenhills Children’s Librarian Amy Charley (left) is shown with Board 

President Jessica Miranda. Photo by Teresa Cleary.  

 

 

Twenty-one students from Winton 

Woods Primary South were honored 

as “bucket fillers” in November for 

their caring and kind actions. 

Chosen by their teachers this month 

were: Londyn Johnson, Penny Lane, 

D’Aysia Rutherford, Aanchal 

Acharya, Keily Amezquita, Linsi 

Menchu Perez, Malaya Hightower, 

Leonardo Gabriel Paredes, Romina 

Acharya, Amiyah Weatherspoon, 

Elijah Williams, Braylen McKnight, 

Zion Hernandez Espinosa, Antonio 

Gonzales Davila, Janyla Thomas, 

Dai’Shamya Allen, Kourtney Lloyd, 

Camora Julian, Elisa Salcedo, 

Ahmad Crutcher and Arianna Black.  

The students received a t-shirt and a certificate to be out of uniform and to eat pizza with 

Principal Danielle Wallace.   

PHOTO CAPTION: Bucket fillers for the month of November at Winton Woods Primary South 

are shown with Principal Danielle Wallace. Photo by Cindy Boehm.   

 

 

The Winton Woods Middle School Choir Department will present Destination Rock ‘n’ Roll, a 

musical revue arranged by Mark Brymer on Thursday, January 19, and Friday, January 20, at 

7:00 p.m. in the school auditorium. The show covers the history of rock & roll by visiting 

destinations throughout the United States, including the cities where the first recording 

companies and studios were located. The story is told through 15 dialogues that are interspersed 

between songs and sections. Each dialogue describes the circumstances surrounding a major 

development in the history of the art form.   

 



“Our three choirs—tenor bass choir, 7th grade treble choir and 8th grade treble choir—will 

perform separately and as a group, along with featured soloists and special dancers,” said 

Winton Woods Middle School Choir Director Amanda Westwood. “You’ll see characters 

like Elvis, the Jackson Five, the Beatles and the Supremes performing all the classics.”   

 

Tickets will be available at the door for $5.00, with discounts for students and seniors.   

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

12/13-

12/16 

  WWHS Exams and Early Release (HS will 

communicate schedule) 

 

12/14-

12/16 

  WWPN, WWPS, WWES, WWIS – 1-hr Early 

Release 

WWMS Exams and 1-hr Early Release 

 

12/16   Second Quarter Ends 

12/19-

1/2 

  NO SCHOOL/WINTER BREAK 

 

 

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa Cleary, writer and 

photographer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


